First Race in Toscano Junior Hill and Dale Series
The first race in the three-race Junior Hill and Dale Series sponsored by Toscano Pizzeria, Newcastle took place on Thursday 12th April in Castlewellan Forest Park.

The sun was out and glinting from the lake and the scene was positively Alpine as the 60 young athletes completed their warm-up. The Primary Schools 1200m race was first off at 6.45p.m. and featured young runners from as far away as Belfast and Coleraine. First to show was Caolan Hawkins (Newcastle AC) and he led from tape to gun to win the P7 boys’ race with team-mate Gabriel Corrigan hot on his heels and Peter Carty, son of Hill and Dale stalwart Neil in 3rd place.  First P7 girl and 6th overall was Sarah Dougherty (Newcastle AC). In the P6 section the first finisher and girls’ winner was Newcastle’s Kiara Cairns in 9th overall, closely tracked by P6 boys’ victor Jack McCartan (Newcastle AC). P5 boys’ winner was Danny Williamson who was a magnificent 5th overall and first P5 girl was the ultra-consistent Eve Kenneally in 13th overall. Congratulations to all 35 young athletes who completed the race and still managed to smile after the final ascent to the castle wall.

Next off were the Secondary School athletes who were running 2000m of ups and downs. First to show was East Down AC’s Paddy Erskine who set a hot early pace on the grass. He was closely tracked by Dromore AC’s Timothy McCracken who finished strongly to win the overall and Year 11 boys’ crown. First Year 11 girl was Newcastle AC’s Dearbhla Magee who ran fluently for an impressive overall 7th. William Findlay of East Down was first Year 12 in 5th place. First Year 10 boy was Ailbhe Kendall from the Coleraine based Springwell  club who finished strongly in 6th overall. Caleb Dempsey of Ballymena and Antrim AC was first Year 9 boy in an amazing 2nd place overall, a mere 7 seconds behind the race winner. Well done Caleb! First Year 9 girl was Amy Godfrey  of East Down AC, proving herself equally adept on land as in the swimming pool. If she can ride a bike quickly she could prove to be a Triathlon star of the future. First Year 8 overall and thus 1st Year 8 girl was Emma Hutchinson of Ballymena and Antrim closely followed by first Year 8 boy Conor McCrickard. Congratulations again to all 24 young athletes who competed in an extremely dedicated and sporting manner.
Thanks again to Toscano Pizzeria, Newcastle who are sponsoring the races and we now look forward to the second race in a warm, sunny Tollymore Forest Park on Thursday 24th May.

